FISHES rrom PRINCESS CHARLOTTE BAY, 
NORTH QUEENSLAND 


By GILBERT WHITLEY, Fcurivonocisr, Vine Ausrrauian Musium, Sypnny. 


(By Permission of the Trustees of the Australian Museum.) 
Fig. 1-11. 


Tie fishes listed in this paper were collected by Messrs. Herbert M. Hale and 
Norman B, Tindale, of the Sonth Anstralan Mnsenim, during an expedition to 
northern Queensland in 1927. Details of them field work have been given m 
their account of the aborigines, (1) to which reference may be made for maps and 
geographical data. The fishes belong to coastal Queensland forms and are thus 
Banksian (7) in facies, being quite distinct from the Solanderian or purely coral 
reef forms, At some places, such as Low Isles, the foriner headquarters of the 
British Great Barrier Reef Expedition, both the Banksian and Solanderian forms 
have been found, though each is restrieted to its special habitat. From Bathurst 
Head, the collectors obtained a unmber of small fishes, labeled ‘'*'Telkara’’, 
Thirty-two of these are Ambassis, two are Terapon puta, and one is a damaged 
Mugil. A simall Toadfish in the same bateh is Chelonodon patoca, and a larger 
Toadfish, called “Adadi”, is Ovgides inanillensis virgalus. 

The majority of the collection was made iushore at Flinders Island, where by 
lar the commonest fish was Bathyqobins fuscus darnleyensts, 

A feature of the collection is the series of Centrogenys and Sebastapistes, 
showing the former, a Percoid fish, inimieking the latter, a Seorpaenoid, in form 
and coloration. 

The specimens are preserved in the South Australian Museum. Adelaide. 
The opportunity is taken to preseit the results of some detailed researches iuto 
the status of some species of Chandidae, in connection with the discovery of a new 
species of cburbussis by Messrs. Hale aud Tindale. 


FamiLy MURAENIDAE. 
GyYMNOTHORAN Bloch, 1795. 
GYMNOTHORAX MELANOSPILUS (Bleeker). 


Miracna melanospila Bleeker, Nat. Tydselr. Ned. Tod.. ix, 1855, p. 279, Sibogha, 
Sumatra. 


(L) Hate anl Tindale, Ree. S. Austr. Mus.. v, 1833, p. 63. 
(7) Whitley, Austr. Nat, viii, Dee. 1932, p. 186. 


346 RECORDS OF THE S.A. MUSEUM 


One specimen 154 mim. Jong from Flinders Island has heht margins to the 
dorsal and anal fins and measures 70 mm. from snout to vent. 


Famity MUGILIDAE. 
Mua Linné, 1758. 
Muain, sp. 


A small mullet, 52 mm. in standard length, from Bathurst Head, aud another 
of 42 nim. from Flinders Islaud, are too small or too damaged for precise identiti- 
vation, D. iv/9: A. 1/9 or 10. Se. 36. L. tr. 13. No adipose eyelids. Upper teeth 
very deep bat not crenulate. IMxtremity of maxillary visible. No teeth, 


Angle 
of preorbital strongly demtieulated. 


Soft dorsal and anal fins with sealy sheaths. 
These specimens approach M. ramsayi Macleay and M. converus De Vis, but 
do not agree exactly with either. 


BELLocneLon Whitley, 1930, 
HLLOCUELON VAIGIENSIS (Quoy and Gaimard). 
Mugil vaigiensis Quoy and Gaimard, Voy. Urauie Physic, Zool., 1825, p. 347, pl. 
yi ’ 24 . . ` , 
lix, fig. 2, Waigiou, 


Two very small specimens, 21 man. in standard length, from Minders Island. 


Famity EPINEPHELIDAE. 
CENTROGENYS Richardson, 1842. 


CUNTROGENYS VAIGIENSIS (Quoy and Gaimard). 


Fig. 1. 
Scorpaena vaigiensis Quoy and Gaimard, Voy. Uvan. Physic, Zool, Dee. 18, 1824. 
p. 324, pl. Iviii, fig. 1, Waigiou. 
Ceutropristes scorpenoides Cuvier and Valenciennes, Iist. Nat. Poiss. iii, April, 
1829, p. 48. New name for Scorpaena caigiensis Quoy and Gaimard, Waigiou. 
Myrivdon waigiensis Brisout de Barneville, Rev. Zool. Soe. Cuv., x, April, 1547, 
p.133. Based on Seorpaena vaigiensis Quoy and Gaimard, Waigiou. 
Sebastes slolicžzkae Day, Fish. India i, Aug., 1874; p. 148, ph xxxvi. fig. 1, Nico- 
bars. 


Gennadius sloliczae Jordan and Seale, Bull. U.S. Bur. Fish. xxvi, 1906 (1907), 
j stekt Day: 
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Rhabdosebastes stoliczae Fowler and Bean, Proe. U.S. Nat. Mus. bxii, 2, July 28, 
1922, p, 60 (Philippines), 


7 =, 


Fig. 1. Four specimens (left) of the Percoid fish Confragediys vaigiensis (Quoy & Gaimard ) 
showing the superficial resemblance to the Scorpacnaid fish Sebastapistes hynoönsis latite Jordan 
atul Seale. (Photo, G. C. Clutton). 


Four specimens, 26-66 mm. in standard length from Flinders Island., 

This species may perhaps be termed the pons asinorum of ichthyology as, 
derived from a Pereoid stock, it has evolved a striking superficial resemblance to 
the Seorpaenoid fishes and has several times been redescribed as a new genus of 


Scorpaenidae, notwithstanding its lack of the characteristic posterior projection 
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from the suborbital bones extending aeross the cheek to the preeperciulum, The 
Scorpaenoid or Searpion fishes are sluggish ereatures with venomous spines on 
the head or in the dorsal fin, so that the harmless Centroyenys may derive some 
fortuitous benefit from resembling them, and the accompanying photographs of 
specimens of the Seorpaenoid Sebastapistes, collected by Messrs. Hale and Fin- 
dale at the same place as the Centrogenys, emphasize them siularities and differ- 
enges ni a marmer which does not seem to have heen previonsly presented. 

A certam amonnt of miniery, or at least a remarkable convergence in facies, 
appears to be noticeable in several fishes of the coral seas. My Eleotrid genus 
Gignimeninun is strangely like a Trichonotid. The goby Oblortiophagus rather 
recalls the more ornate Eleoiridae like Amblygobius. Several dredged forms re- 
semble small stones or rocks and thereby appear similar io one another; thas, the 
quaint Angler Fish, Telrabrachium, which | have recently recorded from Hay- 
man Island, at first appeared to me like a small Brosa, a relative of the Stonefish, 

Here is an interesting subject for future elaboration, yet one in which con- 
elisions must be arrived at with caution. 

Probably subspecies or races of C. vaigiensis will be later distinguished; Fow- 
ler and Bean, for instance, notived that the Philippine form was nat typical 
“stoliezkac’?. 

Famity TERAPONTIDAE. 
Teraron Cuvier, 1816. 
TERAPON puta Cuv. and Val. 


Therapon puta Cuvier and Valenciennes, Tist, Nat. Poiss. Hi, April, 1829, p. 13. 
Pondicherry, cte., India. 

Terapon pula Fowler, Bul US. Nat, Mus., 100, xi, 1931, p. 528 (references and 
synonymy). 
Two small specimens, 22-25 mw, in standard length, from Bathurst Head, 


amongst *' Telkara’? (Ambassis). 


Faminy APOGONIDAE. 


Foa Jordau and Evermann, 1905. 


Foa vo Jordan and Scale. 


+ 


Fou fa Jordan and Seale, Bull, U.S. Bur. Wish. xxv, 1905 (Dee. 15, 1906), p. 248, 
fie, 42, Apia, Samoa. 
Six specimens, 17-31 umn, in standard length, trom Blinders Island. Three 
(LA, 6047) retained for Australian Museum., 


New record lor Australi. 
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Famity CHANDIDARF. 
Ampassis Cuvier and Valencienues, 1528. 
AMBASSIS TELKARA Sp. NOV. 
Mo a: 


Povia, 9A ih Ay b lat ST; ir BZIY ES. 


Kye (5 mm.) 3 in head (15). Depth af body (17) 2-6 in standard length 
(45). Second dorsal spine (1F min.) 4-1 in same. 


Vy, 


IS 
xf 


Pig. 2, Ambassis telkara sp. nova holy pe, X 2 (6. P. Whitley, ded). 


Head longer than high. Spiny servations ou supraorbital, preorbital lower 
margims of preopereuhon, and on each side of nape. Two rows of seales on cheek. 
Lower jaw longer than upper. Bands of regular villiform teeth on jaws and 
vomer, Tongue toothless. Maxillary reaching antertor fourth of eye, slightly di- 
lated and with an obliqnely trancaie and slightly excavate posterior margin. 
Mandibular ramus sloping upward. Twenty or more gillrakers on lower halt of 
Gest gtarch. Body fairly deep, compressed, scaly. Lateral line practically cou- 
finnons, the tubes merely becoming weak where the curved portion approaches 
the straight. About fourteen predarsal seales, Prowumbent dorsal spine cou- 
ecaled, Membrane between second and third dorsal spines blaekish. Second anal 
spine stroug but not as long as the third. Peetorals nearly as long as head with- 
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ont snont. General colour in aleohol, straw vellowish, with dusky marks along 
top of back and punetulations on edges of superior scales. Candal plaiu. 

This species runs down to tmbassis nalun in Weber and Beaufort’s key (Pish 
fado-Austy. Archip. v, 1929, p. 389) but Hamilton-Bnehanan's original figure of 
Chanda nalua shows a different fish with much deeper cheek, 11 dorsal rays, 10 
anal rays, aud depth of body half the standard length, The Australian species of 
this genus badly need revision, but the present one does not agree with any pub- 
lished deseription, and is aecordingly deserthed as new from the largest of a series 
of thirty-two somewhat damaged specinens, 26-15 mm. in staudard length, At the 
end of this paper. | append some remarks ou various genera and species at Chan- 
didae which T have compared with this new form. 

Six (TA. 6046) vetained for Australian Museum. 

Loc. Bathnest Head, North Queensland. 

Native Name, Telkara. 


Famıiry SPARISOMIDAE. 


Scaricuvioys Bleeker, 1559. 


Scaricutitys avavrus (Cuv. & Val). 


Scarus auritus Cuvier and Valenciennes, Hist. Nat. Poiss. xiy, “1889” =Jan. 
1840, p. 215, Fe Kull and Van Hasselt MS. Java. 
A voung specimen, 33 mun. iu standard length, from Flinders Island, is ap- 


parently referable to this species. 


Famity LABRIDAE. 
CHOERODON Bleeker, 1845, 
CHORRODUN SCHOENLEDNTE (Cuv. and Val). 


Cossyphus schoenteinii Cuvier and Vateuciennes, Hist, Nat. Poiss. xiii. 1539, p. 

1-413, He Avassiz MS. Celebes. 

Chacrops sehocnleini Bleeker, Atlas [chth. i, 1562, p. 165, pl. xlvi. fig. 3. 
Cheerops nolatus Alleyne & Macleay, Proe. Linn, Soe. N.S. Wales i, Mareh, 1877, 

p. 344, ph xvi, fie. 1. Cape Grenville, Queensland. 

One spechuen, nearty 110 mm. in staudard length, from Flinders Island 
agrees well with Bleeker’s figure and has cheeks scaly aud pitted; preopercuhiam 
denticulate, lower operenlar margin excavate; and five predorsal scales. The 
type of Alleyne and Macleay 's species 1 have examined in the Macleay Museum, 
University of Syduey, and find it couspeetfic with schoenleinii. 
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Famity BLENNIIDAE. 


Subfamily Petroscirtinae. 
PAULOSCIR’ES gen, nov, 


Orthotype, Pelroseirtes obliquus Garman, Queensland specimens. 

No eresi or tentacles on the head, which is about a quarter to one-fifth of the 
standard length. Snout blunt, A curved row of about thirty compressed incis- 
ors in cach jaw. Canines of upper jaw well curved and lying outside the larger 
canines of the lower jaw. Gill-opening reduced to a small aperture lying above 
the levei of the pectoral fins. 


Fig. 3 3a. Paulosciries obliquus Garman, Fig. 4. Drombus halei sp. noy. (Photea, G. 
Clutton). 
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Body naked, its depth abont one-sixth of the standard length, Lateral line 
reduced to a Few pores near the shoulder. 

Dorsal Gus united, no differentiated anterior portion or produced dorsal 
‘ays. More than thirty dorsal rays and Jess (han thirty anal rays. Both of these 
fins distinet from the caudal. Some of the candal vays may be produced in large 
specimens, 

Coloration ornate on head, body, and dorsal and anal fins, 

At onee separable from Pelroseirles Rüppell. 1830. by its longer habit. lack 
ot tentacles on head, aud lower dorsal fin. Bleamechis Cuv, & Val. 1836 has the 
anterior dorsal rays produced and a broad lateral band. Omobranchus, of the 
sume anthors, has small canines and dorsal fin joined to caudal. .Lspidontns Quoy 
and Gaimard, 1885, is couspicnously banded and has the snout pointed. Grar- 
ceps Fowler, 1903, has only eighteen incisors in eaeh jaw and less elongate Porm 
Dul is closer to the new form than the other genera mentioned. Cyneiehthys 
Ogilby. 1910, has an elevated crest on the occiput and some of the dorsal rays tila- 
mentous, whilst Osfreoblennius Whitley, 1930, ditfers in having the head less (hain 


four in standard length and in its coloration. 


PAULOSCIRTES OBLIQUUS (Garman). 
Fig. 3-3a. 


Pelroseirtes obliquus Garman, Bull. Mus. Coup, Zool, Harvard, xxxix. 8, Angust. 
1903. p. 237, pl. iv, tig. 3. Suva, igi ts. 
Two specimens, 36-52 mm. in standard length, from Flinders Island. 


Famtty GOBILDAF. 
Bariuycomus Bleeker, 18578. 
BAriyGoBtes FUSCUS DARNLEYENStS (Alleyne and Macleay). 


Gobius daruleyensis Alleyne and Macleay, Proc. Linu. Soe. N.S. Wales i, March, 
1877, p. 331, pl. xii, fig. 1. Darnley Island, Queensland. 

Bathygobius fuseus darnteyensis Whitley, Gt. Barrier Reef Exped. Sei. Rept. iv, 
v Pek 27, T932, pe 302: 
A series of 24 specimens, 11 to 16 amn. in standard length, from Flinders 

Island. The largest specimen has lost its left eye, and the empty soeket is covered 


by a skin similar to that of the rest of the bhead; 0 appears to be a male. 
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Yonamcuruys Whitley, 1932. 
Yonamcnrnys crinicer (Cuv. & Val.). 


Gobius criniger Cuvier and Valenciennes, Hist. Nat. Poiss. xii, Mareh, 1937. p. 
82. Port Dorey, New Guinea. 

Yongeiehthys crmmiger Whitley, Gt. Barrier Reef Exped. Sei. Rept. iv, 9. Feb. 27, 
1932, p. 303. 
Two young specimens, 22-23 mm. in staudard length, from Flinders Island. 


Isticonios Whitley, 1982. 
IsTiGOBIUS STEVIUENSON) (Whitley). 


Gobius (Istigobius) stephensoni Whitley, Gt. Barrier Reel Exped. Sei. Rept. iv. 
9, Feb. 27, 1982, p. 301. Murray Island, Queensland. 
Three young specimens, 13:5-23 mm. in standard length, from Flinders 
Island. i 


AmpgLYGORIUS Bleeker, 1874. 
AMBLYGOBIUS PHALAENA (Cuv. & Val,). 


Gobius phalaena Cuvier and Valenciennes, List. Nat. Poiss. xii, March, 1837, p. 
92. Vanikolo, Santa Cruz Group. 

Amblygobius phalaena MeCulloch and Ogilby, Ree. Austr. Mus. xii, 10, July 14, 
TOUS Dole MAXX GT: 


Two young specimens, 26-317 mm., in standard length, from Minders Island. 


Dromobus Jordan and Seale, 1905. 


Drombus Jordan and Seale, Proe, U.S, Nat. Mus. xxviii, 1905, p. T97. Orthotype. 
D. patackyi Jordan aud Seale. 
The typieal Form of this genus from the Philippine Islands is recalled by 


the Queensland goby whieh 1 name below : 


DROMBOS HALE Sp. HOV. 


Mie, 4-5. 


la) 
D. vi/11; A. i/8; P. 18; V. 5; about 20 caudal rays. Se. 28. L. tr. 11. Predorsal 
scales 19. 
Head (10oinni), 3, depth (6) 5 in standard length, Eye (nearly 3 mm.), 33 
in head. 
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Mead naked; the cheeks crossed by minnte cirriform papillae in rows. No 
pit, only a shallow groove, over opercles. No crests or barbels. Preoperenhun 
unarmed. Nape and neek sealy. Snout short and obtuse; mouth small, the maxil- 
lary reaching to below anterior margin of eye. Lower jaw protruding beyond 
upper. Bands of simple villiform teeth, with a few enlarged outer ones, on jaws. 
Behind these, a buccal flap in each jaw. Vomer toothless, Lnterorbital a very 
narrow dip between the tumid oenlar margins, Gill openings wider than pectoral 
base, separated by a broad isthmus, 


Fig. 5. Drombus halei sp. nov., holotype, X 3 (G. P. Whitley, del.). 


Size small. Body covered with large etenoid scales, which extend over the 
nape and neck tò the eyes. Breast and lower part of pectoral base naked. 

First dorsal with six spines, none of them stiff or filamentous, Upper pec- 
toral rays not free nor differentiated from the others. Ventrals five-rayed, united, 
and with a rather deep frenum. Caudal rounded, 

Colour in spirits, dark brownish, especially on head and back. Lower part 
of body lighter brown, crossed by eight or nine obscure darker areas which tend 
to form cheqners with a similar row above them and alternating with them, Eye 
bluish, Fins white, more or less densely spotted or infuseated with brown or 
blackish. A yellow spot, followed by a dark smoky wash on bases of upper pec- 
toral rays. 

Deseribed and figured from the unique holotype of the species, a specimen 
30 mm. in standard length or 15 inches in total length. 

Loc. Wlinders Island, North Queensland; caught inshore. 

Named in honour of Mr. Herbert M. Hale, Director of the Musemn at Ade- 
laide. 
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amity PERIOPHTHALMIDAE. 
BUCHORISTOPUS Gill, 1863. 
EUCHORSTOPUS KALOLO (Lesson), 
Periophthalmaus kalolo Uesson, Voy, Coquille, Zool. ii, 1, 18351, p. 146. Waigion. 
Periophlhalmus argentilincatus Cuv. & Val., Mist. Nat. Poiss. xii, Mareh., 1857, p. 
191. Waigiou, ete.; same specimens, collected by Lesson and Garnet. 
Luchorislopus halolo Whitley, Austr. Zool. vi, Feb, 18, 1931, p. 325, Id. ale and 


Tindale, Ree, S. Austr. Mus. v, 1933, p. 110. 
Two specimens, 60-65 mm. standard length, from Flinders: sland. 


Kaminy SCORPAENIDAE. 
SEBASTALISTES Streets, 1877. 
SEBASTAPISTES BYNOENSIS LAUTALE Jordan & Seale, 
Fig. 1. 
Sebastapistes laotale Jordan and Seale, Bull, U.S. Bur. Kish. xxv, 1905 (Dee. 15, 

1906), p. 376, fig. 72. Apia, Samoa. 

Five specimens, 32-53 mm, in standard length (on right in fig. 1), front 
Flinders Island are figured beside a series of Centrogenys from the same place 
to show the remarkable superficial resemblance between the two structurally dit- 
ferent species. 

Famity PLATYCEPHALIDAE. 


Sueerunpus Whitley, 1930. 


SUGGRUNDUS NEMATOPIITITALMUS (Gunther). 


Plalycephalus nemalophthalmus Gunither, Cat. Fish. Brit. Mats. ii, 1560, p. 184. 
Port Essington, North Australia. 
One small specimen, 70 mm. in standard length, from Flinders Island. 


Kamity THTRAOQDONTIDAE. 
Ovoipes Anonymous, 1798. 
Ovolpes MANILLENSIS VIRGATUS (Richardson). 


Tetrodon manitlensis Proeé, Bull. Soe. Philom. Paris, Sept. 1822. p. 130. Manilla, 


Philippine Islands. 
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Telrodon virgatus Richardson, Zool. Voy. Kvebus aud Terror, Kish, 1546, p. 62, 


pl. xxxix. fig, 8-9. Port Jackson, Jd. Richardson, Zool, Voy, Herald, Verteb. 

1854. p. 163, pL xxviii (Port Jackson and Torres Strait). 

One specimen, 147 non. in standard length, from Bathurst Head, is areom- 
panied by a label, giving the native mune as Adadi”, aud stating that this tish ts 


boiled, being poisonous tf roasted in embers in the nsnal way fish are cooked. 


CueLoxopon Müller, 18-41. 
CneLONODON vATOCA (Hamihon-Buehanan). 


Tetrodon patoca Vawilton-Bichanan, Fishes of the Ganges, 1822, pp. T and 363, 
pl. xviii, fig. 2. Ganges, India. 
Leiodon patoca, Glecker, Atlas lehth. v, 1865, p. 76, pl vex, fig. 2A 
A specimen, 97 mur in standard length, from Flinders Island, aud another, 
of 44mm. from Bathurst Head. The fins are orange or vellowish, the candal be- 
ing transversed by a diffuse dusky band. 
New record for Queensland. 
The Ansiralian Musenm also possesses a specimen from the Trobriand 


lslauds. 


REMARKS ON SOME TYPICAL SPECIMENS OP CILANDIDAE, EXAMINED FOR COMUARISON 
WIth AMBASSIS TELKARA Whitley (°). 


Thanks to the loan of type-specunens by the Queeustand Museum, Brisbane, 
and the Macleay Museum, Hiuiversity of Syduey, 1 have been enabled to compare 
mnievoscopically quite a number of Chaudidae with authentically named speci- 
weus. The following results will fonn a basis for further research although 
numerous speeies from Australia, New Guinea, aud Oceania await more detailed 
treatmert, 

Some of these Chanda Perches are popular as aquarium pets, and the breed- 
ing of the Glass Mish Ambassis (= Chanda) lata Bneh-Jlam, has reeenthy been 
deseribed, whilst in New South Wales and Queensland a popular aquarium 
species is abussis agassizi Steindachner (see Carter, The Aquarinm (Phila- 
delphia) i. 9, 1933, p. 234, and Ladiges, ibid. p. 306). The Paet that some Chan- 
didae are marine and others fluviatile indicates that, when the species are better 
kuown, their zoogeographieal distribution will afford a fascinating subject for 
study. 

Fishermen detest them, as Me. L. Wilson writes (in (71. 1929) of tt Larbassts 


nalna from Port Darwin, where they are known as “ Doody’ —t Dooly is a 


(4) See p, dy. 


Ue 
Cir 
`~ 
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pest, not even good bait. The fius mesh every time it is caught. They are more 
thau plentiful, and are fouud with all classes of fish Cuimllet, sardine, ete. ), andl 
are always in targe shoals. UP one is not quiek enough to notice the type of fish 
eanght in the net, if takes the best part of an hour to elean yonr net again, 
Indeed, the present writer has collected series of specimens of another species: hy 
picking them out of the meshes of nets in northern New South Wales, 

The Chandidae are of no commercial value, and Cantor states that they are 
merely used as manure in Malaya. heir saving graec seems to be their liking 
for mosquito-larvae as food, and several Australian speeies have been utilized in 


attempts to cope with the mosquito pest. 


AUSTROCTIANDA wem HOY. 


Orthotype. Psoudodinbassis macleayi Castelnau == Lustrochanda macloays, 

Profile of head, exeavated, Noa deeth on tougue. Supraorbital with but one 
spine posteriorly. Tnfraorbital, preorbital. and preoperenbnu serrated. Maxilla 
nat dilated at its extremity, Not more than 10 dorsal and anal rays. Anterior 
dorsal and anal spines elongate, Recumbent dorsal spine not exposed. Body 
deep: lateral line incomplete, About a dozen predorsal scales. Caudal pednuete 
deep. 

This new generic uame is proposed Tor Psendoambassis Castelnau (Pror, 
Linn, Soe, N.S. Wales ii Seph, IS5T5, p. 49). preoccupied by Psendambassis 
Bleeker (Arel. Nécrl Sei, Nat. xi, 2 TS76. p. 292: rmenotype Chanda lula Bueh- 
anan-lamilton). Bleeker’s name is a synonsan of Chanda Buehanan-thamilton, 
as restricted by Fowler Proe Acad. Nat. Sei. Philad. 1905, p. 500), a genus 


having abour Hiteen anal rays. 


AUSTROCIIANDA MACLEAYD (Castelnau), 
Fie. 6-7. 


Psenlounbassis mactcayt Castelnau, Proe. Liun, Sac, NS. Wales iii, Sept. 1575, 
p. 45. Norman River, Gulf of Carpentaria. Types in Macleay Museum ex- 
amined, 

Psendoambassis elongatus Castelnan, Proe. Linn. Soe. N.S, Wales it, Sept. T575, 
p. +4. Nonnan River. Galt of Carpentaria. Types in Macleay Museum ex- 
amined. 

JLitbassis efevtatus Macleay. Proe. Linn. Soe, N.S, Wales v, Peb. 1881, p. ass. Ene 


deavour River, Queensland. Types in Macleay Musema examined. 
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Pseydambassis pallidus De Vis, Peace. Linn, Soe NS. Wales ix, Ans. 19. D884, p. 
BO) Queensland, Type du Queenshind Museum exaunued axd figured. 
Pseudambassis canteens De Vis, Proe Linn. Soe N.S. Wales ix, Aug. 19, 1854, 
po a9 Queensland. ‘Types an Australian and Queeusland Mnseums ex- 
amined, 

wLinbassis mulleri Weber, Zool, Morseh. Anste. v, 1895, p. 265. Burnett River. 
Queensland. Not ob. mulleri Khinziuger, Sitzh, Ak. Wiss. Wien. Ixxx, 1, 


1879, p. 346, pl. i tig. ch from Port Darwin. 


Vie, G hastrachinda macleayi (Cust). juve a, Lectonypo of Psendoombassis eloayotus 
Costa; baml e, dorsla sone fins of smaller type of P. clongatus, oa (0. P. Watley, del). 


There are three specimens af aaelou tithe Macleay Muscunt teom the Nar- 
man River, and the largest. 92 man. in standard length, is selected as the lecto- 
type of the species, The lateral line is iuvoniplete and the seales ave iu from 26 
to US transverse series, The orbital bones are move strongly serrated aud: the 
teeth more sirongly developed in the type than in the smaller specimens, but all 
of theni have P, viii, 10, AL 0710 and dorsal mendsranes dnsky. 

The Maeloay Museum has iwo small specimens of Pseadowmhassis elongates 
Castelnau from the Norman River (he. 6). These have D. viivii, T; A. mi 


(deformed )-7. A few inbes on the lateral Tore seales anteriorly, Seales in about 
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24 to 25 transverse series, Lor. 11. The depth is about one-third of the stan- 
dard length, fmt this is the sleuderness natnral in young speennens. A most 
earefnl comparison wtih meeleays makes it evident that the elongatus Form is 
merely the young of the species. 

Five types of eleratus, from the Endeavour River, are also in the Macleay 
Museu, and agree with those of macleayi. The formulae vary a little: D. 01,1, 
v0: A. Wy 9-10. Sem h, 
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tig. 7. dastrochonda machagi (Cast), Type ot Pseudambassis pallidies De Vis. X 13 (G. 
I. Whitley, del). 


The Queensland Mnsewm has kindly forwarded a specimen which is obviously 
T). di is 50 un. in stint- 
dard length. Head 19 an, eve 6, imteroebital 4, snout 3, depth of hody 22 mm. 


the type of pallidus. and whieh is here illustrated (ig, 
Predarsal seales 12, The fin spines and rays appear to be abuormal, being D. 
viih 7; A. E/S; but it is not nnosnal for Chandidae, Gerridae, Leiognathidae, 
aad Hike fishes to have a ray changed iuto a spine in some individuals. 

The types of P. eouverus De Vis have the upper preoperenlar ridge not ser- 
rated, as in the elongates form, aid eight dorsal rays, so concecus is apparently 
another synonyin of this species. Thus, | regard macleayi, elangqatus, elevatus, 


pallidus, and convecus as couspecitic. 


360 RECORDS OF THE S.A. MUSEUM 
ACANTHOOPEUCA Castelnan. 1579. 


Acanthoperca Castelnau, Proc. Linn, Soe. N.S. Wales, ii, Sept, 1575, p. ++ Hap- 
lotype A, gullireri Castelnan. 
Whitleyia Fowler, Ball. U.S. Nat. Mus. 100, x. 1930. pp. 2 and H45, Haplotype 

Ambassis walffi Bleeker. 

Whitleying Wowler, ibid. p. vil, Krrore. 

This venus acconunodates certain large forms of Chandidae with about 40 ar 
more scales in the complete lateral line, abort fonr to seven rows of cheek-seales, 
a Jarge maniila, and much enlarged dorsal and anal spines, the dorsal spines being 
higher than the soft dorsal fin. The type of 4, gidfirert Castelnan, From the 
Norman River, Gall of Carpenteria, is preserved in (he Macleay Museum, t1 lias 
D. viisi, 41; A. i/9s 1 lat. 38 to hypiwal, and the procumbent dorsal spine pre- 
sent but coneealed. H is evidently couspecifie with sladissis gigas Ramsay and 
Ovilay (Proe. Linn. Soe, N.S. Wales (2) i, 1586, p. 9), Che holotype of which, 
froin the Strickland River. New Guinea, is in the Australia Musenm, This speci- 
men has 12 dorsal and anal rays, bot otherwise agrees in detail with the exeellent 
deseription and Gewe of the species given by Weber aud Beaufort (ish, Luda, 
Austr. Avehip. v, 1929, p. 403, fig. 97; see also Weber, Nova Guinea ix, 1914, p. 
576, fig. 31). 

Apparently, Whilleyia is a synonym (orv at most a subgenns) of tennlio- 
perca. 


NEGAN BASSIS get. NOV. 


Orihotype, Tetracentrum apogonoides Macleay. 

A genus of freshwater Chandidae having four anal spines. Both the dorsal 
and anal spines are very strong, Procumbent dorsal spine concealed, The head 
is excavated above, and has several naked areas. Supraovbital Forming a spint- 
less ridge, Tnfraorbital, preorbital, preoperele, and iuteroperele strongly serra- 
ted. Jaws and tine teeth, enlarged anteriorly in npper jaw. Lateral ue com- 
plete. running over about thirty seales. Size Fairly large. 

Vegambassis replaces Tetracentriua Macleay, preoce. ii Tiseeta by Brauer, 
1865, 

NevGaAMpassis APOGONOIDES (Macleay). 


Vig. 8. 


Tetraccuteum apogonoides Macleay. Proc. Linn, See, NS. Wales viii, Anly A7. 
1883, p. 256. Goldie River, New Guinea, Coiypes in Aust. Mis. seen. fal. 
Kowler, Mem. Bish. Mus. x, 1928, p. 167. fd, Weber aud Beaufort, Fish. 


Indo-Austr. Archip. v, 1929, p. $25. 
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This species is now figured for the first time from the leetolype, the largest 
of a series of co(ypes in the Australian Museum., This specimen is 125 aim. in 
standard length or about six itches overall Although superficially like an Apo- 
vom fish, this species is obviously derived from an cbarbassts-like fame dt is 
rather HRe Porambassis Bleeker, bui the four anal spines (constant ia all the 


Pig. S Neyuchassis apogonoides (Macleay). Lectotype, X 34 46. P. Whitley, deh). 


caty pes), Hie larger seales, and the naked pateles on the head serve to distinguisli 
it. Phere are three or four rows of seales above the lateral fine and three vows af 
cheek-seates. The coloration is now ohseure, but the specimens were apparently 
conspicuously spotted in life, 


DLANDOWSKIELLA Tredele and Whiley, 1932. 


Blandowskiella Tredale and Whiley. Viet. Nal. xlix, Ang, $, 1932, p. 95. Ortho- 
ype Pseudonmbassis castelnaii Madea. 
Profile of head not eut by supraorbital, whieh is not serrated. Preoperenbhuu 
mwl preorbital serrated, bai other bones of head entice. Maxilla short, About 
eight dorsal and anal rays. Dorsa and anal spines uot very strong, Dody eow- 


pressed, not very deep. Lateral line preaetieally obsolete. tohabiting freshwater. 
BLANDOWSKIBLUA CASTEMNAITE (Maeleay). 
Miey. 


Psenidoambussis cote aE Miatcloiy Prue, Linu. soe, SS: Wales Nos Feb. 1551, J 
EN ] 
309. Mtrrinnbuleee River, N.S. Wales. 
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A specimen from the Narrandera distriet, New South Wales, is here figmmed, 
This species was discovered by William von Blandowski in Vietoria, but Macleay 


later published a name for it. la recouuting the deeds of Blandowski, Tredale 


Vig. 9, 


Flandowskiella entstelnani (Macleay). X 24 (6. P. Whitley, del). 


and Whitley provided a new generie name Tor this attractive little species. I 
have also scen Murray River (Victoria) specimens in the National Museum, Mel- 
bourne. 


Amnassis Cuv. aud Val, 1828, sensu lata, 
AmBaAssis vArutnNSIS Alleyne and Macleay. 


Big, 10. 


Ambassis papucusis Alleyne aud Macleay, Proe. Linn, Soe, N.S. Wales i, Keb. 
1877, p-S0Giepl. y, fien 


Hall Sotuid, New Guinea. 
Mausen examined. 


Types m Maeleay 
There are two co-types of this species in the Macleay Museum, +E to 47-9 nan, 
in standard length; the larger specimen is hereby designated the lectotype, and 
figured. 
D. vii/i, 9; A. Wi/9; Lat. 12 + 12 Se, .. fr. 277 /7-8. 
Wye, 6-5 mm, head 16, depth of body 19, second dorsal spine J2 mni. m 
larger speehnen, 
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Jeneral echaraeters as m ol. felkare bnt the nuehal ridge is not serrated; 
there is only ane row of seales on the eheek, and abont ten predorsal seales. The 


second anal spine of papuensis ts much shorter (han the third, and the posterior 
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Mig, WW. stmbassis papacusis Alleyne & Miwleay, lectotype, X 2 (G. 14 Whitley, del). 


margins of the preoperenhiun and iiteraperculim are uot denticulated. Tongue 
toothless. 

Probably both sl. tefhara and A. papucusis are subeenerically distinet from 
the true Ambassis wanbassis (Lacépède) type of the venus, 


AMBASSIS AGASSIZIT Stetndachuer, 


sbubassis agassizii Steindachner, Sitzh, Ak. Wiss. Wien Iv, I, 1867. p. 9. Fitzroy 

v Rockhampton. Jd. Günther, Aun. Mag. Nat, Mist. (3) xx, 1867. p. 57. 

Clarence R., N.N.W. 

Chanda agassizii Waite. Men. N.S.W. Nat. Club, i, 1904, p. 239.. N.S. Wales. 
Priopis nigripinnis Ogilby, Proe. Roy, Soe. Qld, xxiii, Noy, 1910, p. 13. Creeks 
at Kilcov, Sonth Queensland. 

A dinninttive spegies, np to 24 inehes long, from the rivers of southern 
Queensland and northern New South Wales. Priopis nigripinnis Ogilby (not 
Pseudambass's nigripinnis De Vis) is evidently a svnonynt of this species as, 
althongh Ovilby’s types have been lest, his deseripliow agrees well with that of 
Stemdachner. 
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AMBASSIS NIGRIPINNIS (De Vis), 


Pscudambassis nigripinnis De Vis, Proe, Linn, See. N.S.Wales ix, Ane. 188-4, p. 

393. Brisbane River, Queensland. Cotypes iu Austr. Mus. seen, 

Priopis ollvaecus Qgilby, Proc. Roy, Soe. Qld. xxii, Nov. 1970, p. 11. Creeks and 
waterlioles around Brisbane. 

One or two tubes on lateral line. Se. errea 25. Two rows of eheek-seales, subh- 
orbital serrated: npper preopereniar angle with two spines, otherwise not ser- 
rated. 

Omlby's species, ofivaceus, Is apparently a synonym of nigripinnis De Vis. 
Ovilby also deseribed a new species under the name miyripinnis, but this does not 
require a new name as itis evidently a synonym ot clabassis agassizii Steindach- 
ner, 


Pimovinentiivs gen. Nov. 


Orihotype Pseudaambassis ramsayi Macleay = Priopidichthys marianus (Gün- 
ther), 

Supraorbital with several spines posteriorly. Preorbital and lower limbs of 
preoperculum serrated, infraorbital evenulate, other bones of head smooth. Teeth 
on jaws, vomer, palalines, and tongue. Maxilla moderate, Six or seven dorsal 
spines and ten to eleven dorsal and anal rays. Lateral line well developed, bnt 
interrnpted., 


PRIOPIDICHTNYS MARIANUS (Giimther). 


Ambassis marianus Ginther, Rept. Voy. Chall, Zool. 1, 6, 1880, p. 32. Maro, 
Mary River, Queensland (+t Challenger’? Exped.). 

Pseudoambassis ramsoyi Macleay, Proe. Linn, Soe, N.S. Wales, v, 1581, p. 340. 
Port Jackson. Type in Macleay Mus. seen, 

-linbassis commersonii Ogilby, Cat. Bish. N.S. Wales. 1886, p. IE Riehniond 
River, N.S.W. Not cl. commersonii Cuv. and Val.. 1828, Trom Bourbon, ete. 

Chanda hurweusis Waite, Mem. N.S.W. Nat Chub, i, 1904, p. 29 (N.S.W.). Not 
Ambassis burnensis Bleeker Nat. Tydsehr. Ned. Ind. xi, 1856, p. 296, from 
Hast Indies, 

Prinpis ramsayi MeCulloch, Zool, Res. Endeay. i, 1911, p. 57, pl. xvi, fig. 3 (ref. 
and synon, ). i 
T am nnable to separate ramsayi from mariamus as a distinet speeies, The 

lateral lime of Nerang Creek (Queensland) specimens caaght by Ogilby and Tosh 

in one haul of the net varied from 9-14 + 0-11. Se. 2/28-30/8 (fide Ovithy MS.). 

The 10 ov 11 dorsal and anal ravs are useful features for diagnosing this species. 


which is marine or estuarine in Eastern Australia. 
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VELAMBASSIS gen Nov. 


Orthotype Pseudoaubassts jacksouicasis Macleay (Proe. Lum. Soe. N.S. Wales 
ve Feb. T881, p. 340.. Port Jackson) == Felambassis jocksonie nsis. 
Form ciongate, the depth onore than 3 in standard length. Supraorbital 
with a spine posteriorly, the preorbital and infraorbital dentGienlated and the 


preopercular and interopereular margins serrated, Bye slightly shorter than 


Migs 11, Veoambassis jarktsoniensis (Marleayy. X2 (0.1% Whitley, del, 


postorbital part of bead. Maxillary moderate, just reaching te below anterior por- 
tion of eye. Small teeth on jaws and palate; none on longue, Two rows of check 
seales, Lateral ine complete, with about 27 or 28 tnbed scales. About 10 to 12 
predovsal seaies. Proenmbent dorsal spine concealed. D. viid, 9-10; A. ii D. 
Third dorsal spine longest and mneh longer than the longest (bind) anal spine. 
The dorsal spines are weaker than is usual mi the Chandidae. Baeck and fins 
speckled. A specimen of V. jaeksaniensis, 40 mm., in standard length, is here 
Wusteatedd (fe. 11). Tt is one of a series collected at Shellharbour, N.S. Wales, 
by Mr. W. A. MeNeill, Austre. Museu. regd. No. TAL 6065, 


